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Cavity Nesters

ǒ North America - 85 Species

ǒ Two Types
ƺ Primary

ƺ Secondary

ǒ Target Species
ƺ Purple Martin (PUMA)

ƺ Prothonotary Warbler (PROW)

ƺ American Kestrel (AMKE)

ƺ Eastern Bluebird (EABL)
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Predator Control

ǒ Competitors

ǒ Predators
ƺ Flyers

ƺ Reachers

ƺ Climbers

ǒ Steward/Landlord Responsibility

ǒ Practices/Strategies

Predator Control- 3



Competitors

ǒ Black Capped Chickadee (BCCH)

ǒ Tufted Titmouse (TUTI)

ǒ Tree Swallow (TRES)

ǒ House Wren (HOWR)

ǒ House Sparrows (HOSP)

ǒ European Starling (EUST)
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Competitors

ǒ European Starling (EUST)
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1TnYFuVeSulodCrKXJkQQ-pC8sqk1Swjk/view


Predators

ǒ Flyers
ƺ Raptors

ƺ Crows
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Predators

ǒ Reachers/Climbers
ƺ Raccoons/Opossums

ƺ Cats

ƺ Snakes
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Predators

ǒ Leading Mortality Hazard
ƺ Cats
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Steward/Landlord Responsibility

Golden Rule of Predator Control
No Practice or Strategy Is 100% Effective For

100% of Stewards

100% of the Time
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Steward/Landlord Responsibility

ǒ Right Bird Right House
ƺ Entrance Hole Size

ƺ Interior (Depth, Length, Width)

ƴ Drop (distance from bottom of 

entrance to top of floor) 
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ǒ The best nest box is one that is 

monitored and maintained.
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Steward/Landlord Responsibility

ǒ Proper Installation
ƺ Location
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Steward/Landlord Responsibility

ǒ Proper Installation
ƺ Post/Pole
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Steward/Landlord Responsibility

ǒ Proper Installation
ƺ Stovepipe Baffle
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Practices/Strategies - Competitors

ǒ DOWO
ƺ Wood Entrance Hole Guard

Predator Control- 15



Practices/Strategies - Competitors

ǒ DOWO
ƺ Wood Entrance Hole Guard
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/15EOx20Wg14MtOj9UNEbSJtDmZmV0Sj6U/view


Practices/Strategies - Competitors

ǒ DOWO
ƺ Metal Hole Guards
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1UQPHWdSo-kv5yLIvQ6mjJs5zPS4M8gEZ/view


Practices/Strategies - Competitors

ǒ HOWR
ƺ Location

ƺ Wren Guards

ƺ Wren Boxes 
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Practices/Strategies - Competitors

ǒ TRES/BCCH/TUTI
ƺ Dual Purpose

ƺ Pairing
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Practices/Strategies - Competitors

ǒ HOSP
ƺ Location

ƺ ñStop Gapsò

ƴ Plastic Gilbertson Style Box

ƴ Slot Front

ƴ Mono-filament

ƴ Skylight

ƴ Spookers

ƺ Trap and Dispatch

Predator Control- 20



Practices/Strategies - Predators

ǒ Flyers
ƺ Sloped Roof

ƺ Roof Overhang
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Practices/Strategies - Predators

ǒ Reachers
ƺ Noel Guard

ƺ Entrance Extension

Predator Control- 22



Practices/Strategies - Predators

ǒ Climbers
ƺ Baffle
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References and Resources

ǒ Studying Eastern Bluebirds
ǒ Bluebirds and Their Survival
ǒ Bluebird Trails
ǒ Bluebird Book
ǒ The Bluebird Monitorôs Guide

ǒ The Audubon Birdhouse Book
ǒ Woodworking For Wildlife: Homes 

for Birds and Animals
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References and Resources

ǒ Federal/State Agency

ǒ Extension Office

ǒ Sialis.org

ǒ Cornell Lab of Ornithology

ǒ North American Bluebird Society

ǒ State Society/Group

ǒ Nestboxbuilder.com
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